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	Excellent
	Commendable 
	Adequate
	Incomplete

	Introduction


	Includes high quality general topic sentence, effectively restates question, and clearly lists topics for the body paragraphs. 
	Includes quality general topic sentence, briefly restates question, and lists topics for the body paragraphs. 
	Includes quality general topic sentence, basically restates question, and may list topics for the body paragraphs. 
	Does not include general topic sentence, and/or restate question, and topics for the body paragraphs may be missing. 

	Body Paragraphs


	Three (5-7 sentence) body paragraphs all beginning with high quality topic sentences. Each paragraph has a clear focus on its topic. Includes highly accurate and appropriate content to support it.
	Three body paragraphs all beginning with quality topic sentences. Each paragraph has a focus on its topic. Includes accurate and appropriate content to support it. 
	Not all three-body paragraphs begin with a topic sentence. Each paragraph attempts to focus on its topic. Includes some accurate and appropriate content to support it. 
	Less than three body paragraphs and/or lacking topic sentences. (Or) Paragraphs lack a focus on one or more of the topics. Fails to include accurate and appropriate content to support it.

	Conclusion
	Clearly restates (not repeats) the question and gives clear reference to the topics covered in the body. Includes a (future) statement confirming what has been learned from the information in the body paragraphs. 
	Restates (not repeats) the question and gives a brief reference to the topics covered in the body. Includes a (future) statement suggesting what has been learned from the info. in the body paragraphs. 
	Repeats the question and gives a brief reference of the topics covered in the body. Includes a (future) statement suggesting what has been learned from the information in the body paragraphs. 
	Little reference is made to the essay subject or topics of the paragraphs Lacks a (future) statement suggesting what has been learned from the information in the body paragraphs. 

	Grammar & Spelling
	There are few if any errors in spelling or grammar. Mistakes are made with only high-level vocabulary and/or sentence structure. 
	There are a few errors in spelling or grammar. Mistakes are made with only high-level vocabulary and/or sentence structure.
	There are a few errors in spelling. Mistakes are made with sentence structure, but do not interfere with understanding. 
	There are many errors in spelling and grammar. Mistakes make it very difficult to understand the content of the essay. 


